The initiation of mast cell degranulation: activation at the cell membrane.
The low molecular weight mast cell activator, polymyxin B, has been covalently bound to an insoluble matrix of Sepharose 4B. It has been demonstrated that mast cells in preparations of rat peritoneal cells bind to Sepharose 4B-polymyxin B beads but not to control beads. The bound cells are stimulated to degranulate by this interaction at the cell membrane with the resultant release of biogenic amines.